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27. THREE NEW ADDITIONS TO THE NON-INDIGENOUS FLORA
OF ANDAMAN ISLANDS, INDIA!
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During a botanical exploration in the Little Andaman
Island, the authors collected three plant species, which have
been identified as Pentapetes phoenicea L. (Sterculiaceae),
Asclepias currasavica L. (Asclepiadaceae), and Acorus
calamus L. (Araceae). The literature on the floristics of
Andaman and Nicobar Islands shows that occurrence of these
taxa from the union territory has not been reported earlier
(Vasudeva Rao 1986; Mathew 1998). The present
communication gives a current nomenclature, brief
description, distribution and ecology.

Pentapetes phoenicea L., Sp. Pl: 698. 1753; Mast. in
Hook.f., Fl. Brit. India 1: 371. 1874; Ridl., F1. Mal. Pen. 1: 284.
1922; C. Phengklai, F1. Thai. 7(3): 595. 2001. P. angustifolia Bl.,
Bijdr.: 87. 1825.

Annual herb, c¢. 80 cm high. Leaves simple, narrowly
lanceolate, 3.0-14.0 x 0.5-1.5 cm, apex acuminate, base obtuse,
margin serrate to serrulate. Flowers pink. Sepals 5, narrowly
triangular. Petals bowl-shaped. Stamens in 5 groups;
staminodes 5, inserted between the group of stamens, both
surrounding the ovary. Ovary ovoid, hairy, 5-locular.
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